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Hegemony and isolation

Today I would like to talk about the issue of “hegemony and isolation” from an anti-Zionist,

leftist, Jewish position. When it feels like there is no alternative to Zionism – that is Zionist

hegemony.  When  no alternative  is  spoken about publicly or  allowed to be spoken about

publicly  –  that  is  Zionist  hegemony.  Within  this  Zionist  hegemony,  one  can  very  well

position  oneself  politically  in  different  ways:  the spectrum ranges  from liberal-Zionist  –

often wrongly called “left-Zionist” – to right-wing fascist. On closer inspection, however, it

quickly becomes  clear that  these seemingly opposing positions are on a continuum, they

overlap and build on each other. Put simply, liberal and right-wing Zionism are not opposites

because their basis is the same: a conscious or unconscious acceptance of the Zionist idea of

White  Jewish  supremacy  in  Palestine.  The Zionist  right-wing stands openly  to  this  idea,

saying that the state of Israel must and does defend its position of power at all costs. Liberal

Zionists, on the other hand, can admit  that Israel “has problems” and “makes mistakes”.

Some would even dare to speak of occupation and apartheid. They want peace and equality,

but they remain stuck in a depoliticized logic in which they want an end to “violence from

both sides”, but the power relations behind this violence remain unspoken.  Liberal Zionists

may ask: “Why can't Jews and Palestinians all just get along?” From a leftist,  decolonial

perspective, the answer is clear, namely that oppressors and oppressed cannot just simply

“get along”.

Far-right Zionism does not hide its racist ideology. Liberal Zionists, who despite everything

cling to the idea of a majority-Jewish state, are more likely to come into conflict with their

self-asserted humanist  values. To the anti-Zionist analysis of the relationship of oppression

and power as integral to the Zionist project, liberal Zionists are, however, just as much in

denial,  if  not  more  so,  than  right-wing Zionists.  This  analysis  implies,  namely,  that  the

oppressed  must  resist  to  free  themselves  from  oppression.  Liberal  Zionists,  however,

categorically reject this resistance as wrong, be it armed resistance or non-violent resistance,

such  as  the  boycott  movement.  Right-wing Zionists  recognize  that  Palestinians  will  not

simply  make  peace  and  they  take  this  circumstance  as  the  justification  for  the  extreme

violence against them. Meanwhile, liberal Zionists pretend to have an understanding of the

“other side”, but in reality, they do not listen to the Palestinians’ demands because they deny
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them the right to resist.

Next,  I  will  talk  about  the  effects  of  the  Zionist  hegemony  just  described.  The  Zionist

hegemony, as it exists for example here in Austria, isolates us as left-wing Jews twice: on the

one hand within the Jewish community, and on the other hand within left-wing spaces and

structures. Within the Jewish community, we experience isolation as anti-Zionists in social,

familial  and  institutional  circles.  Because  of  the  Zionist  hegemony,  our  anti-Zionism

alienates us from our childhood friends (who sometimes even publicly declare that we are

not Jewish), and from our relatives and acquaintances.

If we want to enroll our children in a Jewish school, then the so-called Israeli Independence

Day is celebrated there in a big way. If we want to go to the synagogue on holidays, there is

a prayer for the fallen Israeli soldiers and the welfare of the state of Israel. Directly after the

prayer  for  the  murdered  of  the  Holocaust,  an  example  showing  that  we  cannot  even

commemorate our murdered relatives without being exposed to Zionist ideology. Overall,

commemorative events in Austria are strongly influenced by Zionism, both through Jewish

and political officials, e.g. the commemorations of the November pogrom.

Consequently, as Jews, we cannot escape the Zionist hegemony. We withdraw. Two things

happen: we become isolated and we isolate ourselves.

When we try to express our anti-Zionist convictions in non-Jewish left spaces and contexts

where we find a political community, we encounter similar mechanisms. Whether in student

or trade unions or in feminist organizations and initiatives – although there are exceptions,

an  anti-Zionist  stance  is  usually  rejected.  One  example:  In  Vienna,  the  queer-feminist

alliance “Take back the streets” has been calling for a big protest on International Women’s

Day, March 8, every year since 2017. In the announcement for the 2018 protest, the alliance

explicitly positioned itself as “against anti-Semitism and against anti-Zionism”.1 From this,

we have to deduce that we as anti-Zionist Jews are not welcome at this protest.

It is no secret that we have a particularly difficult situation with “left” Zionism in Vienna or

in  the  German-speaking  countries  in  general.  For  example,  grassroots  left  trade  union

1 https://www.facebook.com/events/914242358751234/. In 2019, the alliance stated that it was "repeatedly 
criticized from different directions" and drew the following conclusion: "This year we have refrained from 
explicitly listing our positions - but nothing has changed in the positions we represent." See Facebook page of 
Take Back the Streets (https://www.facebook.com/takestreets), statement zu BDS Austria from 10.3.2019.

-2-

https://www.facebook.com/takestreets
https://www.facebook.com/events/914242358751234/
https://judeobolschewienerinnen.wordpress.com/


 JBW* - https://judeobolschewienerinnen.wordpress.com/  
Contribution to the discussion “Anti-Zionism as Taboo”, 16 October 2022

formations like FAU (Freie Arbeiter*innen-Union) or Austria’s IWW (Industrial Workers of

the  World)  are not at all in solidarity with Palestinians, while their sister organizations in

other parts of the world live in international solidarity with Palestinians and support the BDS

campaign.2

This defamation of Palestine solidarity work and anti-Zionism as anti-Semitic in the left

milieu is increasing in the context of society as a whole, in which conservative to right-wing

groups, above all also the Christian-conservative  Austrian People’s Party (ÖVP), which  has

been in power for decades, deny their own anti-Semitic past and present to advance the myth

of “imported” anti-Semitism of Muslim people. Thus left-wing migrant organizations are hit

particularly hard by defamatory false accusations of anti-Semitism. And all this, while right-

wing anti-Semitism is on the rise.

A good example of this is the new Holocaust Memorial in the center of Vienna - which, by

the  way,  only  commemorates  Jewish  victims  of  the  Nazi  regime  and was  erected  by  a

construction company, Mörtingerbau, which engaged deported Jewish forced laborers from

Hungary during the Second World War.3 While one of us and a friend visited the memorial,

which also bears the name of her great-grandmother who was murdered in Auschwitz, she

could hear the screams of protesters from the Ringstraße, five minutes away, at a protest

against  Covid-measures.  Since the  beginning of the  pandemic,  such marches  have taken

place  almost  weekly,  mostly  in  the  center  of  Vienna.  They  are  organized  by  “normal

concerned” conspiracy theorists, Identitarians with banners against the Great Reset, well-

known neo-Nazis and the FPÖ. The police usually keep a low profile at these marches and

let the right-wing demonstrators go ahead, even if their marches are officially banned and

roadblocks are broken. The Ministry of the Interior, to which the police is subordinate, has

been under the political leadership of the ÖVP almost without interruption since 2000. If the

ÖVP wanted to, the police would treat right-wing demonstrators with the same severity as

they normally only use against left-wing demonstrators.4 Instead, the ÖVP prefers to appoint

an  interior  minister  who  relativizes  Austro-Fascism  and  uses  anti-Semitic  coded

terminology.5

2 https://jungle.world/artikel/2019/19/kuschelkurs-mit-israel-hassern. 
3 https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000130970598/lange-schatten-der-geschichte-hinter-der-shoah-name-wall. 
4  https://www.bonvalot.net/warum-die-polizei-die-rechten-corona-aufmaersche-toleriert-821/5. 
5 Christian Dürr, “Gedenken vergessen”. konkret 7/21.
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In addition, right-wing groups and media strongly shape the discourse around accusations of

anti-Semitism by framing  anti-Zionism as  anti-Semitism,  while  leftists  participate  rather

than dispute. Often, the  action  against individuals, such as Nemi El-Hassan, is driven by

right-wing extremists, who are then supported by supposed left-wing Zionists.6

As anti-Zionist Jews, we often find our activist home in groups or initiatives that focus on

Palestine. While it is interesting and important to be active in these initiatives, the doors to

broader leftist movements and structures remain closed to anti-Zionists. The accusation by

hegemonic  Zionist  German-speaking leftists  that  anti-Zionist  activists  engage in  “single-

issue activism” thus becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy.

How can we break this Zionist hegemony in politically leftist and/or Jewish spaces? First

and foremost, we must dispel the myth of “left or liberal Zionism”.7 We must recognize that

the origin of the violence in Israel/Palestine lies in European settler colonialism. We must

learn to really listen to Palestinian voices, to really see Palestinian realities of life and to

make Palestinian analyses of Zionist hegemony heard. It is not only about the empowerment

of Palestinians within the German-speaking Zionist hegemony but it is also about our self-

empowerment as Jews. We need to recognize how much Zionism and Zionist hegemony has

destroyed  within  our  own  communities,  be  it  the  instrumentalization  of  our  murdered

European relatives or the uprooting and ongoing abuse of our Mizrahi communities.

There is  good news for  those who have long suspected  that  even so-called  left-wing or

liberal Zionism is not actually interested in the liberation of the Palestinians. If you have

noticed that even supposedly left-wing or liberal Zionists end up sounding like right-wing

Zionists in their arguments, then the problem is not left or right, but Zionism itself. Although

it feels like a big step and does not happen overnight, it can be incredibly freeing to break

away from Zionist hegemony. If we don’t want to be trapped in isolation, we need to come

together and strengthen our anti-Zionist alliances, within Jewish spaces and beyond. This is

what we as Judeobolschewiener*innen are trying to do with this panel today.

6 https://www.zeit.de/kultur/film/2021-09/nemi-el-hassan-antisemitismus-vorwuerfe-bild-rechtsradikale-al-quds.
7 See, for example, Yitzhak Laor, The Myths of Liberal Zionism. London: Verso 2009.
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