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Introduction to the discussion: Anti-Zionism as Taboo

As organizers of this discussion, we  have deliberately asked for and brought together decolonial 

Palestinian and Jewish voices from Germany, Austria and Switzerland. We all agree that in German-

speaking countries there is a strong and very effective public taboo concerning the topic of anti-

Zionism, even in left-wing and supposedly anti-fascist and anti-racist circles. By anti-Zionism, we 

mean the criticism and rejection of Zionism as a colonial, ethno-nationalist ideology, a settler-

colonial movement, and as a realty in Israel-Palestine (and beyond). To link the state of Israel and 

its establishment with colonialism and thus racism is a public taboo in Germany, Austria and 

Switzerland. In other words, this connection may not be publicly stated and disseminated. It must 

not be mentioned in public.        

A recent example from Austria is the cancellation, on short notice, of a lecture by the 

Palestinian scholar Dr Walaa Alqaisiya in May of 2022.1 She was scheduled to give a lecture in 

Vienna based on her book "Decolonial Queering in Palestine," which will be published by 

Routledge this fall. Walaa Alqaisiya explicitly analyzes and names Zionism and Zionist structures 

as ongoing colonial processes with global implications. These ideas were included in the 

announcement of her planned lecture in Vienna and were subsequently used to cancel the event.2 In 

the statement disinviting Dr Walaa Alqaisiya, the institution that had invited her, the Academy of 

Fine Arts, interpreted her ideas as an "affront,"  a slight, and a "transgression of boundaries"3 – all of

which are direct quotes. 

But, who in fact is offended by the designation of Zionism as colonialism? And whose 

borders are actually transgressed in the truest sense of the word? For when someone publicly points 

to the racist colonial border transgressions that are daily occurrences inside and outside Palestine, 

1 At the time we protested; see the flyer online:  https://judeobolschewienerinnen.wordpress.com/2022/05/29/online-
flyer-warum-wurde-dr-in-walaa-alqaisiyas-vortrag-im-mumok-kurzfristig-abgesagt/
2 Walaa Alqaisiya has clearly documented and analyzed the events surrounding her invitation and disinvitation here: 
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/mec/2022/07/11/the-discursive-bounds-of-zionism-or-how-palestine-gets-cancelled/
3 See the the statement of the Academy of Fine Arts on the 30th of  May 2022  (in German):  
https://www.akbild.ac.at/de/institute/kunst-und-kulturwissenschaften/veranstaltungen/konferenzen/2022/spring-
curatorial-program-art-geographies/stellungnahme-zur-diskussion-um-den-vortrag-1.pdf An English version of the 
statement can be found in Walaa Alqaisiya’s blog post (see footnote 2).

-1-

https://judeobolschewienerinnen.wordpress.com/
https://www.akbild.ac.at/de/institute/kunst-und-kulturwissenschaften/veranstaltungen/konferenzen/2022/spring-curatorial-program-art-geographies/stellungnahme-zur-diskussion-um-den-vortrag-1.pdf
https://www.akbild.ac.at/de/institute/kunst-und-kulturwissenschaften/veranstaltungen/konferenzen/2022/spring-curatorial-program-art-geographies/stellungnahme-zur-diskussion-um-den-vortrag-1.pdf
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/mec/2022/07/11/the-discursive-bounds-of-zionism-or-how-palestine-gets-cancelled/
https://judeobolschewienerinnen.wordpress.com/2022/05/29/online-flyer-warum-wurde-dr-in-walaa-alqaisiyas-vortrag-im-mumok-kurzfristig-abgesagt/
https://judeobolschewienerinnen.wordpress.com/2022/05/29/online-flyer-warum-wurde-dr-in-walaa-alqaisiyas-vortrag-im-mumok-kurzfristig-abgesagt/


 JBW* - https://judeobolschewienerinnen.wordpress.com/  
Introduction to the discussion “Anti-Zionism as Taboo”, 16 October 2022

such as military occupation and land theft, but also dehumanization and demonization of 

Palestinians and their allies, then it is the person that points this out, like Dr Walaa Alqaisiya, who is

punished and accused of overstepping the bounds of what can be said. And on the other side there 

are those who actually commit and support these racist boundary transgressions, or tolerate them 

through their silence, and they, who exercise this power, are now suddenly the offended ones.

Today and together, we want to examine and analyze this discursive dynamic in particular, 

i.e what can and cannot be said, how it can be said, and by whom. In English, such discussion 

groups already exist, primarily in academic or activist settings.4  In German, we have often lacked 

such public discussions. Instead of continuing to complain about it, we are now simply doing it 

ourselves, or rather, we would like to make a start with today's event. 

How did anti-Zionism become a taboo and who perpetuates it?  In other words, who benefits

from the fact that anti-Zionism has become a taboo? Who has an interest - conscious or 

unconscious - in the continued existence of this taboo, and what is the origin of this interest? Who is

harmed by it? Who is excluded from public perception by this taboo, and thereby also excluded 

socially, and made invisible, and inaudible? First and foremost, of course, Palestinians and their 

history, their historical and current experiences, and the circumstances of their lives. At the same 

time, anti-Zionist Jews and the long history of Jewish anti-Zionism are largely suppressed in the 

German-speaking public sphere. To put it simply, and I'm getting ahead of myself a bit, all of this 

happens because being Jewish and being Zionist is conflated, and because anti-Zionism is equated 

with anti-Semitism. 

We want to use today’s discussion and the exchange of views in this Jewish-Palestinian 

group, not least, to talk about the differences and similarities of our experiences in these racializing 

structures, i.e. in structures that produce white and non-white subjects and constantly redefine who, 

in this day, belongs to a 'modern nation-state' and to a 'modern Europe' and who does not.

4 For example, see:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=iNLJg_5HEn4
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