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Anti-Zionism as a Threat to Germany's 
Founding Myth of Reparations (Wiedergutmachung)

It is generally known that nations and nation states need a foundational myth, a national
mythology, which functions as the source of their legitimacy. This is the argument, which
explains to their own people, before it explains it to others, why they have to be their own
state, why they claim this land etc. Germany is no exception to this rule. If anyone, it is the
German Nation that has to say in addition: we are good. After the horrors, and despite all
the horrors, Germany has produced: we are once more good and we deserve to be a
state.  And we can live peacefully  in  the world  after  the Second World  War.  It  is  also
important to each of us individually to believe that I am a good person, and that I deserve
what  I  have.  One  of  the  most  crucial  aspects  of  the  justice/penal  system  is  the
rehabilitation of those who have committed crimes, so that they can again live amongst all
others. Because they have paid the price for their crime, for their guilt. 

The Federal  Republic of  Germany (FRG) saw itself  as the continuation of the Weimar
Republic and thus also the time of National Socialism. Furthermore, it claimed to represent
the German Nation as a whole (sole representation). Both of these aspects are in contrast
to how the GDR (German Democratic Republic) presented itself. This explains the different
ways the states chose to deal with the past. Therefore, a reappraisal of the past was and
is indispensable for the FRG. Here so-called reparations (Wiedergutmachung) or coming
to terms with the past (Vergangenheitsbewältigung) are brought into play. Those two terms
serve as the cornerstones of the narrative, which our generation is confronted with time
and again when the German past, and in particular the NS-past, are discussed. It is said
that Germany has worked through its past, that it has "repented" and so on. And that what
remains is simply the culture of memory, which has to be maintained. This is not just my
analysis. One of the versions of the Federal Indemnification Law (Bundesentschädigungs-
gesetz) explicitly declared that its aim was to "restore the Nation's honor" and to reach a
dignified closure.1

What  follows is  obvious:  any coming to  terms with  the  Nazi-era without  resolving the
matter with "the Jews" would be insufficient.  Any reparation without the Jews or more
specifically, without someone who can act in the name of the Jews, is inadequate. At this
point,  the Adenauer and Ben-Gurion agreement  comes into play as a way forward to
absolve Germany. 

„From Adenauer's point of view, the moral rehabilitation and 'atonement' of the German
people sought through the settlement with Israel underpinned the democratic orientation
and political ties to the West of the Federal Republic,”2 to cite the website of the Konrad
Adenauer Foundation. 

1 https://www.bundestag.de/resource/blob/491794/42f7ba4d067efd53c4a62a3d8987c037/wd-10-061-16  -  
pdf-data.pdf

2 https://www.kas.de/de/einzeltitel/-/content/wiedergutmachung-v1  , page 2.
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The largest part of reparations was, as we all know, not paid to individual Jewish victims of
the Nazis or their families, but to the state, which claimed to represent all Jewish people.
Perhaps it is important to remember that most other victims of Germany were left out of
this discussion; from the victims of German colonialism to those from the countries of the
Soviet Union, Greece, Sinti and Roma, etc. 

At this point one can clearly see, how questioning Zionism and in particular its claim to
speak for or represent all Jews or the Jewish people as a whole, raises many questions
about the national honor of the FRG, its legitimacy, its democratic orientation and so on.
And, especially, about whether there really was a "dignified closure" to the Holocaust?
Today we see, how on each anniversary related to the Holocaust, German politicians and
the media are quick to write about their close relations with Israel. The examples are too
numerous to need further proof. 

Here I want to argue that the FRG needs this absolution, this remission of sins by way of
unconditional solidarity with Israel, all  the more, because this has allowed the FRG to
avoid any real reckoning with this past and any real "atonement". By now it is known –
after those people passed away and there will be no consequences – that the German
State in its first decades had high-ranking Nazis, SS-members and war criminals on all
levels of its bureaucracy. From federal ministers to the lowest ranking civil servants, in all
ministries, in the legal system, in education, in the parliaments... you name it. Nazis were
everywhere.

An  analysis  of  the  extent  and  the  causes  of  this  would  exceed  the  context  of  this
discussion and definitely require more space.3 But I want to quickly point out two aspects;
it could also have been different. The claim that it "was only possible this way," is one of
this country's myths. I don't want to say, that the GDR did everything right. However, the
GDR did show that a much better denazification of the state apparatus was possible. The
return  or  continued presence  of  Nazis  in  high  political  positions  in  the  FRG was  NO
accident. This was already known at the time. It was rather an official policy. There were
laws that facilitated the return to state functions and there were debates in the German
parliament. What is surprising is the fact that Germans today know little about this subject.
Many don't know that someone who held office as a Nazi was Minister President of Baden-
Württemberg, and later chancellor – Kurt Georg Kiesinger, with the votes of CDU/CSU,
FDP and SPD. 

In a capitalist system, we also have to consider the capitalist class, its role and its so-
called examination and reappraisal. A short look in this direction is enough to make one's
head spin. As a little example: the insurance company Allianz ensured not only arsenals,
but even concentration camps and offered money to the NSDAP long before it came into

3 https://kobra.uni-kassel.de/bitstream/handle/123456789/12535/  
RandauszaehlungBRDAdenauerBand16.pdf      a  nd   
https://www.uni-kassel.de/uni/aktuelles/meldung/2021/04/22/so-viel-nsdap-vergangenheit-hatte-die  -  
bonner-elite-der-adenauerzeit?cHash=0d2e22bae0e9e30ac65d240e6e345f39
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power.  Most  German companies  (as  well  as  associations,  churches  and  universities);
Daimler, Siemens, VW, Bahlsen cookies... almost the entire production went into the war
effort,  they all  employed forced labour, provided by prisoners of war and concentration
camp inmates, some companies had private concentration camps. Their wealth doubled,
quadrupled even. Many supported the Nazis financially. All of them remained unpunished.
Those people definitely did not want a genuine examination and reappraisal. And they
definitely did not want reparations, which would have forced them to return and redistribute
their stolen wealth. 

Capitalists were not only allowed to keep their "Nazi" money, but they even made more
money through their reparations. A large part of their "reparations" were in fact German
products, which the German state bought from German industries to give to Israel. This
made Israel in the 1950s the largest export market for German products. Thus, the so-
called reparations contributed to the economic miracle of the FRG. The German capitalist
class and the German capitalist  economy also profited from the Nazi  crimes and their
"reparations."  The  continuation  of  reparations  offers  interesting  examples:  to  make
amends for war crimes Germany subsidized submarines by ThyssenKrupp, which can be
retrofitted  with  nuclear  weapons.  In  other  words,  submarines which  could  be  used  to
commit massive war crimes. Both the company Thyssen as well as Krupp contributed to
the rise of the Nazis and their war crimes, and profited from them on a vast scale. This
submarine deal also became notorious because of corruption on the Israeli side. 

By this, I want to say, that avoiding a genuine reappraisal of the past is not only due to the
interests of a small political elite. This avoidance is a cornerstone of the capitalist class's
wealth  as  a  whole  and  of  the  collective  wealth  privileged  white  Germans  enjoy.  This
perhaps  explains  why  the  chair  of  the  local  Green  Youth  or  Amnesty  group  at  your
university  is  so  enthusiastic  about  Israel.  The  man,  who orchestrated  most  of  this,  is
Konrad Adenauer himself, the first chancellor of the FRG (Federal Republic of Germany).
In power for 14 years, he defined the entire state. One could produce an entire HBO-series
about this man and the men he chose to surround himself with as the state apparatus of
the "reborn state". The genre of such a series would probably be crime drama. 

Before  the  Nazi  era,  while  they  were  in  power  and  after  1945,  Adenauer  remained
consistent:  he  was  open  to  working  with  Nazis  in  order  to  avoid  communists,  social
democrats  and  "revolutionary  elements."  After  1945  he  was  officially  for  an  end  to
denazification and wanted to get as many Nazis as possible to return. Those, according to
him,  were  people  who  "understand  something  from before."4 In  a  speech  before  the
German Bundestag (parliament) in 1952 he said: "We should now finally put an end to
smelling out Nazis, because rest assured, once we start, no one knows how it will end."5

4 https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/altnazis-im-bund-der-vertriebenen-leute-die-von-frueher-was-  
verstehen-1.1529956

5 https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/01/01234.pdf  ,   page 10736.
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Konrad Adenauer, the anti-Semite6 who the CDU named its foundation after, is the perfect
example for this contribution to our discussion. In order to avoid real consequences for the
perpetrators, both individuals and companies, in order to avoid expensive reparations to
the victims, he needed absolution. Only thus can he get the clean break he wants. He
fears the Jews, because of "their power, in particular in America."7 Therefore he wanted to
appease "the powerful Jews in America." 

Israel,  or  rather  Zionism,  offered  precisely  this.  They  claimed  to  represent  all  Jewish
people. The (Jewish and non-Jewish) Zionist lobby is in accord with the US establishment.
When  what  Zionism and  Israel  really  are  is  revealed,  their  reaction  is  one  of  naked
aggression and outrageous accusations, because this threatens their great lie and thus the
legitimacy of the privileges of entire classes in Germany. As we know, even the softest,
calmest wave in the water can endanger a mighty castle, if it is built on sand. Germany
has constructed a sand castle because of its financial interests and intransigence. It  is
called "We are once more good." 

6 https://theologie-geschichte.de/ojs2/index.php/tg/article/view/139/154  
7 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDYIIGDTvus   
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